
On Tue, Nov 11, 2014 at 8:57 AM, Washington Coalition of 
Rabbis <wacoalitionrabbis@gmail.com> wrote: 

November 11, 2014 

To our esteemed rabbinic colleagues, 

You are receiving this letter from a group of colleagues concerned about this 
week’s screening of the J Street Challenge.   

The mutual respect and tolerance demonstrated by all facets of the Jewish 
community is one of the great strengths of our people in the Seattle-area.  When 
Dr. Rene H. Levy spoke at Town Hall, just one year ago, about the “Jewish 
Peoplehood Crisis: A Call for Conversation”, it felt as if we could see the 
concerns he was raising everywhere except in Seattle.  Arevut defines us rather 
than divides us. 

It is, therefore, with a great sense of concern and sadness that we - the 
undersigned - fear that the upcoming screening of the J Street Challenge has the 
potential to undermine that sense of mutual respect and tolerance.  We cherish 
being part of a Jewish community that recognizes a multiplicity of ways to 
support the State of Israel.  It is our understanding that screenings of the J Street 
Challenge have sown dissension and mistrust in the communities in which the 
film has been shown, and we are concerned about the potential for the same to 
happen here.  Many of the rabbis and Jewish communal leaders throughout the 
Seattle area are either supportive of J Street as an organization or respect the 
right of their position to be heard in the multifaceted, pluralistic world in which we 
live, and fear the screening of this film - divorced from direct dialogue and 
respectful exchange with those of differing views - will lead am Yisrael to further 
division. 

Given the great history of klal Yisrael within our community and our ongoing 
effort to live at peace with our fellow Jews, we write in the hopes of continuing 
our face-to-face exchanges.  We all share the goal of greater understanding and 
love for Israel, and we would like to continue conversations toward recognizing 
and honoring a variety of legitimate paths to bring stability, safety, and renewed 
vibrancy to the State of Israel and its people.  Our greatest work and our greatest 
challenge is in how to love one another and hear one another, and we hope you 
will join us in discourse and dialogue. 

Can we redouble efforts already started and sit at the same table to discuss the 
best way forward? 

Sincerely, 



Jill Borodin  

Jaclyn Cohen 

Micah Ellenson 

David Fine 

Bruce Kadden 

Yohanna Kinberg  

Anson Laytner  

David Lipper 

Jessica Marshall 

Aaron Meyer 

Jay Rosenbaum 

Janine Schloss 

Daniel Weiner  


