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May 5, 2014

University of Washington Student Senate
University of Washington
Seattle WA

To Whom It May Concern:

As a rabbi in the Seattle Jewish community I am shocked by the thought of the 
proposed BDS resolution. To even think of boycotts, divestments and sanctions 
against the State of Israel is an absolute tragedy.  Students of your integrity should be 
embarrassed to link your names to such an inexplicable and unbalanced perspective 
on the complex Israeli-Palestinian relationship.

I have lived in Israel and have witnessed firsthand that the so called “Separation 
Wall.”  It is actually a security wall which has prevented hundreds if not thousands of 
injuries and deaths from suicide bombers.  

BDS supporters are engaged in an ongoing campaign of demonization of the only 
democracy in the Middle East, an island of sanity and humanitarianism in a chaotic 
region run by despots and bands of terrorists. 

The connection between anti-Semitic rhetoric and BDS is not an accident. At its core 
the movement is an expression of Jew hatred since it seeks to single out for special 
discrimination the one Jewish state in the world while disregarding every other 
possible human-rights issue elsewhere.

Hear us loud and clear: The Jewish community of Seattle is firmly united in 
its opposition to the BDS movement. Our unity is both bipartisan and cross-
denominational! Our support for the State of Israel is unwavering and we ask you to 
look at all the facts available on this vast topic and realize the truth.

There is still time for individual students and the UW student senate as a whole to 
rethink its horribly misguided and unethical resolution. 

Yours Sincerely,

Rabbi Benjamin Hassan


