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University of Washington Student Senate 
University of Washington  
Seattle WA 

To Whom it May Concern: 

As one of the leaders of the Seattle Jewish community, and as a 
human being, I am appalled and distressed by the very thought 
of the proposed BDS resolution.  Students of your integrity 
should be utterly ashamed to link your names to such a bizarre 
and blatantly lopsided perspective on the complex Israeli-
Palestinian relationship. 

The resolution refers to the construction of a “Separation Wall” 
that isolates Palestinian communities, restricts their access to 
basic necessities etc.  By coining the term “Separation Wall”; 
the authors of the motion clearly want to portray Israel’s 
policies as apartheid in nature.  

UW BDS supporters may wish to temper their views by 
considering an overview of life in Israel in the first decade of 
the 21st century.  Do the BDS supporters know that between 
2000 and 2005, before the fence was built, more than 1,000 
Israeli civilians were killed, and 6,000 were injured in suicide 
bombings, sniper fire and other forms of Palestinian terrorism? 
Are UW students who support BDS aware that since the 
construction of the security fence, terror attacks on Israel have 
decreased by 99%?  “In the spirit of transparency, ethical 
investment, a belief in human rights and the power and 
responsibility of students” – shouldn’t UW students be equally 
concerned about the wall’s success in bringing about a marked 
reduction in the number of dead and mutilated Israelis? Or is 
this not part of their ethical, humanistic agenda?   

The motion speaks of the “disparate and unequal treatment of 
Palestinians of Israel”.  Those that drafted the motion seem to 
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have overlooked the fact that 44.5% of those same Arabs 
(whose views are recorded in the Israel Democracy Index of 
2012) said they were either “very proud” or “quite proud” of 
being Israelis!  A majority of those same citizens gave Israel 
high marks when it came to democracy: So, for instance, when 
asked about the democratic nature of the state, Israeli Arabs 
responded  as follows: Israel was “democratic in the right 
measure” (44%), “too democratic” (5.2%) and “much too 
democratic” (2.6%). Only 11% said Israel was “definitely not 
democratic enough.” When it came to “trust in Israeli 
institutions,” Israeli Arabs gave high grades to the media 
(77%), Supreme Court (88%), Police (78%) and Knesset 
(72.2%).  Nearly 62% of Israeli Arabs gave the IDF a high 
“trust” grade!  
 
Supporters of the BDS movement at UW maintain that the 
blockade of the Gaza strip denies essential medicines, adequate 
food and clean water to the locals, and then cite “military 
offensives” such as “Cast Lead” and “Pillar of Defense” as 
operations that killed a total of 1,400 Palestinians.   
 
It may have slipped the mind of BDS supporters that between 
2000 and 2008, more than 8,000 rockets and mortar 
shells were fired at civilians in Israel by the Hamas terrorist 
organization; this barrage of fire endangered the lives of over a 
million Israelis! 
 
Why don’t BDS spokesmen mention that during Cast Lead, even 
while targeting over 170 terror facilities on the first day, and in 
the intensity of that week, trucks loaded with goods and gas 
ordered by Gazans passed from Israel into the Strip, 
uninterrupted by the operation?  Were BDS proponents not 
aware that following the aerial phase, ground forces entered 
Gaza on January 3rd and that throughout this phase, the IDF 
held its fire for three hours almost every single day in order to 
allow the entrance of relief efforts supplying food, water and 
medical supplies into Gaza? 

But, alas, paying attention to these facts may actually stand in 
the way of the deliberate BDS demonization of the evil Israelis! 



During the course of the operation, the IDF made repeated 
efforts to warn civilians and clear areas of conflict. The IAF 
distributed well over 2.5 million warning leaflets over areas 
marked as terror facilities, announcing the upcoming strikes. 
Advance warnings, in the form of news broadcasts and 
approximately 165,000 phone calls, were made to residents of 
those buildings urging them to leave, prior to any military 
action!  I challenge the UW student sponsors to find one 
precedent like this in the annals of modern warfare! 
 
BDS enthusiasts may wish to take note that during the week of 
Operation Pillar of Defense, and in the weeks leading up to the 
operation, life was unbearable for more than 3.5 million 
Israelis. From November 14 to November 21, Palestinian 
terrorist groups fired more than 1,506 rockets at Israel! Of those 
1,506 rockets fired from Gaza, more than 800 rockets struck 
Israel, damaging homes, schools and other civilian areas. Some 
421 rockets were intercepted by “Iron Dome,” sparing 
countless Israeli lives.  

Despite the ongoing political and military tensions, the most 
advanced, modern Israeli medical facilities are consistently at 
the disposal of the Palestinians: In August of 2012, Al Arabiya 
reported that Hamas Prime Minister Ismail Hanieyeh’s 
brother-in-law had been rushed to a hospital in Petah Tikvah 
for urgent heart treatment.  The paper said that the illness 
could not be treated at any Gaza hospital.  Al Arabiya even said 
that “the couple had the option of going to a more advanced 
medical center in Egypt but chose to go to the Israeli hospital 
instead!”  Hanieyeh’s brother-in-law stayed at the hospital with 
his wife for about a week before his condition stabilized, after 
which the couple returned to Gaza.  “Israel has treated other 
Palestinians in the past,” the paper noted, “the most recent 
example being from this March, when a 15-year-old boy was 
taken to an Israeli hospital after receiving severe burns and 
shrapnel injuries.”   
 
The same paper reported that 115,000 Palestinians were 
treated in Israel in 2011, that over 100 Palestinian doctors 
were trained at Israeli hospitals, and that five organ 
transplants took place in Israel to save the lives of Palestinian 
patients.  



In 2013, Israel’s Coordinator of Government Activities in the 
Territories Unit (COGAT) reported that 219,464 Palestinian 
patients received medical treatment in Israeli hospitals during 
2012, and 21,270 of them were children.   

My conclusion? BDS supporters are engaged in an ongoing 
campaign of demonization of the only democracy in the Middle 
East, an island of sanity and humanitarianism in a chaotic 
region run by despots and bands of terrorists.   

Hear us loud and clear: The Jewish community of Seattle is 
firmly united in its opposition to the BDS movement. Our unity is 
both bipartisan and cross-denominational! 

There is still time for individual students and the UW student 
senate as a whole to rethink its horribly misguided and 
unethical resolution.  

Respectfully, 

 

Rabbi Ron-Ami Meyers 
Congregation Ezra Bessaroth 
Seattle, WA 
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