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 To whom it may concern, 
 
That cell phone in your pocket, that computer on the table in front of you, and count-
less other products are all technological advancements pioneered in Israel. In fact if 
you Google “BDS Israel” you will be using an Israeli developed search algorithm.  
My name is Ari Hoffman and I am director of the Seattle Chapter of the National 
Conference of Synagogue Youth. My job is to educate Jewish teens about Judaism 
and Jewish culture in Washington State. One of my favorite discussions is when I 
show them all the products created in Israel and what you would have to give up if 
you wanted to fully Boycott and Divest from Israel.  
Many of our graduates end up at UW after a year spent in study in Israel. Many of 
our graduates have served in the Israeli army. Every summer we send dozens of 
teens on summer programs to Israel. There are over 1000 Jewish teens in our data-
base every year. Many of these students have aspirations of attending the University 
of Washington. If you pass the anti-Israel BDS resolution R-20-39 you  will send a clear 
message to all of these potential students that the University of Washington is not 
welcoming to Jews and they should look elsewhere for their education. After all 
what kind of University would ignore the facts of the situation and instead trust lies 
by a movement like BDS whose only source material comes from terrorist websites. 
To pass a resolution such as this which is based on no facts and fueled by anti Israel 
hatred and anti Semitism will send a very clear message that Jews are not welcome 
on campus. To condemn a nation like Israel for alleged crimes while ignoring actual 
humans rights violations in Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon is a joke. To verbally 
attack Israel but ignore the physical attacks of suicide bombers coming out of the 
Palestinian Authority controlled areas, Israel’s supposed “partners in peace” is an 
outrage. To compare Israel to an apartheid state cheapens the experience of those 
who lived in South Africa under a real apartheid regime just as calling someone a 
Nazi cheapens the experience of all those who truly suffered in the Holocaust. If Is-
rael was truly an apartheid state how can Arabs vote, hold public office, sit in the 
Kenesset and on the Supreme Court of Israel? 
If you use that Israeli designed search algorithm “Google” you can see that the 
claims made as reasons to boycott divest and sanction Israel line up with the claims 
of known terrorist organizations such as Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Its ironic that this resolution is being considered on Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s day of 
Independence. My staff and I will be spending that day speaking to no less that 100 
teens about what is going on at the University of Washington and what the true facts 
about Israel are. I would be more than happy to give you the same presentation at 
your meeting before you vote on this resolution 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ari Hoffman 
City Director– Seattle NCSY 
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