
To Whom It May Concern: 

On May 7th, 2014, Resolution 20-39 was presented to the Associated Students of the University 
of Washington [ASUW] Student Senate. This resolution is part of the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement—a global movement that aims to delegitimize and demonize the 
State of Israel under the guise of promoting human rights and justice. R-20-39 is just one of the 
many tactics of the BDS movement.  

Recognizing the falsehoods in the claims presented, we are disappointed by the way this bill 
presents only a single side of the complex Palestinian-Israeli conflict. As student leaders who 
oppose a BDS presence on our campus, we have been working around the clock on how to most 
effectively confront this legislation. We strongly believe that the work we have been doing has 
been effective and are optimistic that this will show on the senate floor.  

One of our main goals throughout the upcoming weeks will be to preserve the discourse within 
ASUW as a predominately student-driven process. This resolution is sure to be discussed at 
length, and we intend to position student voices front-and-center, as befits this student forum.  

As we continue to reach out and spread our message, we encourage you to like our Facebook 
page and sign our petition. Additionally, we ask you to encourage any UW students you know to 
join us at our upcoming senate meetings. Should they attend, we ask that they please follow 
these guidelines: 

 Within the senate, there are procedures that must be followed and proper etiquette 
expected of those in attendance. Clapping, snapping, and other noise-making is 
disruptive to the speaker and has caused senators to become agitated in the past—which, 
in turn, weakens our legislative position. Though we clearly recognize the temptation 
behind such signals of support, we ask that audience members please resist such 
behaviors.  

 While seemingly harmless, bringing signs and other paraphernalia has the potential to 
appear overbearing and out of place. Instead, we ask you wear blue and white to show 
your solidarity!  

 Please refrain from speaking unless the current speaker wishes to defer their speaking 
time to you. 

We have put these guidelines in place in response to input we received from student senators, 
who have told us in no uncertain terms that a large turnout of well-meaning community 
supporters often prejudices senators against the spectators’ point-of-view. Our goal 
is to oppose this resolution with facts, constructive conversation, and well-argued speaking 
points, and we believe that these guidelines will help us do so in the most dignified manner.  

Once the senate session begins, it will be impossible to predict what motions will be made on the 
senate floor; as a result, we cannot say for certain when a final vote on the resolution will take 
place. Despite these uncertainties, we remain deeply committed to keeping our community 
informed and we will be sure to update you as the situation progresses.  

It is with enormous appreciation that we thank everyone throughout the entire Seattle Jewish 
community who has reached out to us in recent weeks!  You have helped keep us going 
throughout this challenging process and it is both humbling and encouraging to know that so 
many of you are behind us so strongly.   

With gratitude, 

Huskies Against Divestment  

https://www.facebook.com/HuskiesAgainstDivestment
https://www.facebook.com/HuskiesAgainstDivestment
http://www.change.org/petitions/asuw-senate-oppose-r-20-39?share_id=dqPyQlEhZn&utm_campaign=share_button_action_box&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=share_petition

